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Tbe appnacUlng meeting at Washington of the

Joint Hull Commission to endeavor to agree upon a
convention determining the principles which shall
govern the adjustment of the various questions
between the United M ites and Great Britain Is an
era in uie history of tbe country, and has natu¬
rally enlisted tiie attention of tne public, both in
America and in Larope. To tne United States it is
an act-nowledgment on the part of England mat
it is no longer safe to permit an enstrangement
between us aud herseii. if the differences can be
honorably removed; and it is also a matter of
gratuiatiou that the diirnifled and firm attitude
we hc\e assumed towards England has compelled
tn.u haughty Power to make tne first overtures
/or a settlement. To England tne commission is
even more significant. With n clouded horizon
In Europe, a happy result of the lators of
the Commissioners means tne friendship to her
of the only Ktigiish speaking nation in the
world besides herself; a people who have
been turned against her by her selfish and
cruel policy towards us In our uourot need, and
w ho have iclt and still feel that it is no fault of
Brita.n that we are not to-day an humoled and
broken people

i ublic opinion is divided as to the probable results
of this li;g!i Commission. Some rccard it as the
harbinger of an eia of trood feeling and harmony.
They l cileve that the convention, which will be the
result of deliberations so uu.-piciously commenced,
will concede to us all our just demands, and that to
Americans Great Britain shall no longer be a

synonym of ag^ravat-d wrongs aud Ul-coucertea
batre 1. On tUe other hand, there arc those whose
feelings partake of no stub roseate hues. They
believe that England lias connived at all the bluster
about the fisheries merely as so much capital to
trade upon .n the gcncnal settlement with us; and
that lTisrhtened at the imminence of the danger or a
eoiitslou between our fishermen and the armed
cruisers arresting them, the British government
Los hastily asked for a joint commission to
patch up that matter, aud beat a graceful
retreat ; but that o far as our general claims against
England lor depredations committed by the
A.aoama and kindred English pirates are con¬
cerned, there is no more Intention of adjusting those
claims now to our satisfaction than there was a
year ago. General Butler's belligerent utterances,
and the knowledge that one Gloucester Csherman,
lulled by a British cruiser, would inflame the Ameri¬
can mind, which would sweep lik£ a cyclone, rend¬
ing to attcis la an instant all consideration but to
avenge tne biood thus sullied, they believe have
had more ;o Co with the gushing overtures with
which Mr Edward ihornton has overwhelmed Mr.
Fish, tnan any considerations of justice or sense of
wrong .0 »>e repaired. It is seen that in England
they consider Uie fishery question to be the impor¬
tant matter. The vision of the possible American
fisherman, carried bacic to his Gloucester home,
done to death by some over-zealous Canadian
cruiser, has penetrated the Foreign Oitlce aud har¬
rowed up tnelr soul, causing their

Knotted and combinel louts to part
I/.kh quills upon the iretful porc.ii iue.

The apprehension oi the British Ministry crop <ut
in the queen's speech, where her Maje ty is made
to t>a, tliat the adjustment of the fisheries question
ca Is for particular atteut.on lest the possible in lis-
cretlons of Individuals should impair our neigh¬
borly understanding. Those who are disposed to
view the matter In an unfavorable light allege that
it was no part of England's programme to do any¬
thing further than to avoid General Butler's dead
constituent. If well authenticated rumor is correct.
Bit Edward Thornton Ins gone so far as to repeat¬
edly a» sure Mr. Fish that, &nUe qm couie, Canada
won d be directed to restore the licence system to
our fishermen in time for trie approaching season.
The doubters point to the (act thai the Alabama
question was dragged in by our government, at.d
they be.ieve that the London T<nws speaks with
tome knowledge when it growls forth a prophecy
that no very great results will blossom out or that
^art of the Commission's labors.

TUE lUBlMA CLAIM-.
It would be superfluous to allude at length to

the ijU lion of the Ala' la claims. For nearly
ten years it has been discussed in every imaginable
way.

'1 he manner in which the question will be pre¬
sented to tue High Commission is shadowed forth
In the instructions Which Mr. Motley took with him
to England. The Pros dent believes the rejection of
the johnsou-ciarendon t reaty to have been "in the
laterest of peace and in the direction of a more
perfect and cotdtal friendship between the two
countries," an 1 u'- ha) declared he hoped when tbe
question should again be considered it will be broad
lu its .-cope and thorough m .ta conclusions. Be de-
aires that the treaty whm made shau deUne clearly
the respective rights and dutt-- »¦> neutrals, in case
tilt- other government becomes unfortunately
e.;ga?cd in war with a third I'owcr, because
lie nolds that "the absence of «ouie
u«re: uient or definition on this subject was among
the causes leading to the rejection of the recent
subvention, unuer winch, had it been adopted oy
the two countries, none of iiio grave questions
which have arisen would have beeu passed upou
by a tribunal whose decision either oarty, much
loss other nations, would regard as authority, so as
to prevent re; eUUon or retaliation." Be desired
that the two great leading maritime nations of the
world should establish so< h rules as would be con-
aidacd as binding by the civilized world. These
principles be beyond and are of far greater import¬
ance than the mere question of details as to our

losses; for they seek to avert, in the future, a recur¬
rence oi wrongs and iv revival of injustice because
oi Uie absence of defined puolic law.
With regard to the particular mode of adjusting

tbe question the President desired that the ground
should be taken thai, "tne cause of gnevuiicc airalnst
i.reat Britain was not so much upon the issuance of

h i rijcogniuon of the Insurgents* state of war as

¦liun her c >ndn<-t un'Jer and subsequent to such re-

cognri n." This is undoubtedly tne clearest way of
i. tiug at the real issue.the al-solute acts oi injury
li t. ted upon our cotnmeice and citizens.and will
k.'YO in r a discussion as to whether the mere reoog-
uiuuo in itseii considered, paradpatod in as it was
l>i i:ear|y every C'leer Kurupean Power, i- a really
tmronsnt eouu<ii iut.on, buicss Mich recognition
woe 'oiloweo uj subse uent unfriendly, injurious
and Hostile n-Ms. he question J1' thus narrowed
<io.. i'. to an invcft'fii.: (i.i ot tne absolute wrongful
uui overt acts, which, specifically pieseaicu, wih

{" "TOfrtible ot NfM«tflc treatment, anil, after that
L,*J<Ct .'liusted, then tne decinratiou

i*.u<f re<iajreu,««t* governing neutrals
w i n i^l " tUeir ritfUt* as will form a guarantee or

nm> in the future and a valuable addition to

,7t ^ ne»»u:ouh system known as -the law
" 'I, ,1',1' . "lilt su« h itn adjustment can be had
«, I , ,

llouor to ,|1C one side and full satisfae-
caH scarcely he doubted It each

spirit
^iJIXKic lti0 work in a fair aud iriendly

frV'T °.-fl01 Questions !>etweon the United States and
r,% J, ,

r,t "'toot our relations with tho British
t.wV«i. l'®r 8eH*|l)us on our nortnero frontier, now

. ilf : "Wonuulon hy the name of Canada,"
'

,
'

,
.'mice Edward Island, the Province

.i -Newfoundland and the Province of firitish Golum-

Ileitis*.
n'u,y ,,e tfelle ''ally classified under these

l ho coast and gulf fisheries of the British North
American possessions.
mi?,!' rUVlfi' l,,oa 01 llie St. Lawrence an4 the canals
lilt4 1 6oI.

u
commercial Intercourse, embracing

"it inuu ai1 °A lUe li0U^1Qtf the Iran-

'.Ue political relations of the provinces and their
aiuiude toward tiie United States.

Hie claims of Canada tor alleged damage* and
^peiiKea cau^cd b> Fenian rani 3 iroiu the liiiieJ
states.

i'hc northwestern boundary question, utfcctUiir
uie ownership ol the Island of >nn Juan.
The Alabama claims question.
To properly iiiiuerstiind these questions It Is a<l-

visahle that each should be at least briefly reviewed,
aud ihe history of he case examined. The put lie
will tuns be enabled to ascertain, With some decree

o: e.vacuiuJe, me gravity ol the subjects whlctt'will
occupy the attention of the Joint High Commission

THE P1SHKKY yt'K.-TlON.
The question of tne fisheries on the coasts of the

British possessions in North Ameuca has been a
lruii.ul subject of disagreement between the United
States ami Ureal Britain ever since the peace of
l<ua, with the exception of the period covered by
, n^n.ti,,!u the Reciprocity Treaty, so

«V.i ? continuance of tiie system of licens¬
ing American lishmg vessels, adopted by Canada

J *?.','?® abrogation of thai convention, but re-

.. .
""union ®u the 12th of May, is:o.

11le loy alists or "lories'' of Nova Scoua those
adherents ol British rule who, opposing our revolu¬
tion. found refuge in that province.gave vent to
their feelings t.y vloleaily insisting that no stipula¬
tions or agreements whatever should be eutered
u.'.i* wnlch American fishermen should have
**ny privileges on their coasts, and the

cl 'u^t^8' which became chronic, until
1854. were mainly due to the active hostility and
pressure of that province an* of New Brunswick
iH 1S2."«e inhabi&ntaof Plymouth and Bamsubfc

in Mas.achuseit*. engaged in fishing, memorialized
Congress, complaining of grievances almost ioen-

f fiV.7 those complained of in 1852. They alleged
that they were fired upon and brought to by British
cruisers; that they were compelled to pay luht
money if they passed through the Strait of Can^o-
that their meu were Imprisoned, aud that if they
anchored In the colonial harbors they were com¬
pelled to pay anchorage money. On the ather hand
complaints were made by the colonists to the lirlrish
TO,, w ^ .ur ?0,Uie. "aWfH®«lou»» Of our fishermen.
J tic wai of 181.!, Ii was held, put au end to the
trea.yof I7s3 and the stipulations regarding our

T\^r ? ln British America. The colonists
determined to esclude our hsnermeu from the
toloulal fishing grounds on the return of

im.irh" h»01 necessary to enter at any
length into the discussions at this period
the result, however, was rue negotiation of tne
neaty of London of tiie *)tft October, ui8, and uu-
dtr the pnmnions or which treaiy England claims
A( possess tne only rights we have in tne fishing
grounds of the coasts or the provinces ol British North
America. Under the operations of this treaty and
tne legislative acts of .sova Scotia and New Jtruiis-
vwck tne difficulties existing previeus to its negotia¬
tion. so Jar from being abated. gathered ereaier in¬
tensity and imporiauce, ami 111 the interval up to
1n>4 formed tue subject of frequent complaint and
inmost, incessant negotiation ana correspondence
Jn l»4i .Mr. Stevenson, our Minister near the Court
of St. jamej, was directed to bring these complaints
to the atient.on ol the Brituii government. In the
course of his letter to Lord Paimersion Mr. Steven¬
son lays down the stipulations of tne Treaty of lsis
and instances the recent sei/.ureof American vessels
for supposed violations, and recites the evils of the
.headland to headland" measurement ol the fishing
limits of three marine miles from the shore and the
relusnl to Bhelter American vessels in their ports.

1 he seizure without due nonce uud the navigation
o. the Stalts of auso. which was forbidden to our
ships, were also censured:.
The undersigned has accordingly been Instructed to hrlre

the wuo.e tuoject under this cuuclderatlOD ot her Maje«Lr'f
fvernmeut, lo reiiiuuetfnie at', last me Uleiial ant vcxatluul

p roceert t"t*j>< t lie aauiortti.s of Kov.x bcoita toi
nlii*t Dih*t mm*

' * cngaesd in the usheries, a ,d re-
qut lhat measures may i.e iorttiwilh adupted by ber IWaiev
ty ¦ toverumenUo reined v the evils arulae oat of IheiLi*.
coustrucMon on tbe part ot us prorttcau authorities af tMtr
con;(.ulional obligations and prevent the possioillty of the re
currence 01 similar acts.

' re

The law of Nova Scotia, against which this letter
is directed, has oeeu .substantially re-enacted bv tha

Dominion or Canada, although, as will be seen here-
after. tUe pieseut law ol Canada is even more otiiee*
tionable tnan the >'ova Scotia statute, uniu^t as that
was shown to be.

L.oid Paimersion submitted Mr. Stevenson's letter
to Loul l aikiaud, Lieuteuant Governor of Nova
Scotia, in order "10 make immediate inquiries into
the allegations contained in it." Lord Falkland m
reply, scut certain questions wuich hau been passed
!;y Legislature ol Nova Scotia, based
upon Mr. Suvensons .etter, and requesting
that they uughL be submitted to the law
oillcers or the crown. These questions were
in fact, a recital ol the Nova Scotia statutes as or£
sen ted by Mr. Stevenson. u:i the auth <»i August
following, these questions having in the meantunc
been submitted to the crown law officers ov l.ord

i aluierston, th^ eminent gentlemen rendered an
' rI M1^'ri\w 1 J ,

, n:3ur'<m*{ tlie pretensions
of the Nova K.otiaus as against our citizens,
ihese law olMcers ol the crown".J. Uodsoti
and riiomas W dde, the oue the Queen's Advocatc
and the other her Majesty's Attorney General.ap¬
pear to have supposed they must make out a case lor
taeir side, per /is n ne on. They accordingly
sta.ed, in categorically answering the questions
piopounded, "that the treaty oi 1783 was annulled
by tne war of lslj." aun "that, tiie ri^lns or fishery
o! the citizens of the I nited Slates must now be
cons.dire I as defined by tne convention oi 1H18-"
and they then go on to declare:

'

..^Cept fltb'n certain defined limits, to which the query
f!f 1. ,'lr .'"i101 ,ipply' w" arv of Opinion trial by the terms
or till treaty A mericaa citizens are excluded from the r]L->,t
ol Ls.ilnii within three ml.es of th ? coa»t oi Kritl.ti America
auu that the prescribed distance ot three tnlieg is to be
measured irom tae headlan is or ei.reme .l.u of land next
tn s. a or cast or of the . nirance ol th« hay.' ind not
t orn the interior of such bay. or In.eu

"
the

t."' conse'iuently that Uo right exists on t"e
j<art of Amenc .»» »:iuy.»»n3 to cuter the ba\ a ol Sqvil
tt.e-e to take iish. aaaoil^li the lis.nn^. Miig within tlie t'ay'
ot"the8h*«a t!eutHr dwtikiice than three uti.es from tlie shore
, ir,

uscot ophiion that the term headland is
Used in tae irc.t»7 (?. oi 181S> to express the Dart oi tht*
lana we hnvt before mentlooeO.

* p °4 lhe

i.Thei\al,ie °I '"k1 ljl(ra "opinion" maybe
Judge 1 by tne fact that the term «'headiaud'' so con¬
spicuously quoted by the crown lawyers uowhere
occurs in the treaty in .uestton, aud is simply an in-
terjiOlat.ou of these functionaries, learned in tie
law. it seems scarcely crediuible tha. auy respect-
able couiioti could nave been induced to lead them-
te ves to such sinKuiar work as to Interject words
into a treaty, ana men gravely proceed to oass an
.opinion u;.on sueti a simulated state or tacts
i ei there i* ih<* record, aud upon it rests the
extraordinary pretension known as the "headland"

. erjnetaiiou. lnese oillsers al.-o, of cour.-e. de-
< !ar< Uiat the Ilay of J-uady was a bay within the
intaniug oi the treaty, and as such American ifsh-
et men were excluded from fishing within three
miles of ii.~ mouth, strong a=) were Lord I'almer-
sum s reclines ol antagonism to the I ntted States
he appears to havo te.-itated at giving publicity to
tins "op.uion, and the Lieutenant Governor or Nova
Scotia did not receive it foi liitoeu months after it's
date, i he result In Nova Scotia was the eniorce-

fi«'iermen
ore oirc'Iialve measures lowaids our

A vessel.the Washington.hav.ng been seized for
h.-ning in the Uay or l'undy, lor.ned tue suuject of a
complaint addressed by Mr. Everett, who had sue-
oeedetl Mr. Stevenson as American Min.ster, to Lord
Abcideen. on the lotu ol August, 1S43. Lord Aber-
decn Justified ih.s seizure on the ground thai tn'e Kav
ol I- und.i v. as a bay WiUiin ihe meaning of tho ircaiv
of in-, and thai Amertcan fishermen weto by tuat
comeutlon prohibited from fishing within three
marine miles oi any bav of Nova Scotia, Ac. To
tills air. Everett repUed at lengih, and as tne gene-
ral questions as to our rights under the treaty are as
much disputed now as ttiey were then, the rjpubll-
ct.uou ol some of Mr, Everett's abie arguments will
place the matter in uispute clearly before tne pub¬
lic. Mr. Everett wroie:.

1

With respect to the main question -the riijht or American
ye,..m to ash wn.Un the acknowied.e 1 hi*» of thcliayo"
Fundy- it is necessary, lor a cl«-ar uui.erstati Imi- oi tiio
case, to to bacK to ihe I r.-atj ol 17-CI. By this treaty It wi«
iiroyjued that thecltlzeus or the United Stat-x shoul I be at
lowed "to take u»h or cyery kind on such part ol ihe roast
jV:-»vio»in<Jiand ma Brniati UBherojen aha i u%f? (but not t » («rv
or cure the same oa that island , ami also ou the coasts
bays and creeks of all other o/ fcis Britannic Majesty^
d«itiiiti)ot.s la America, aud taat the America,! Lsh-
ermen sbaM have liberty to dry and cure
listi In any oi the unscttleit bays, hsrhors and crcciu ofNo. a
br t a, Magdalen lMnds and t-alvador. so Ions ar, iue s >,u.
rha lemain unsettled: but ho soon as tbesauie ..relther of
them shall be settled it (hail not e lawlij tor the said usher-
men to .,ry or cure nsh a. such settlement Without a previous
agreement for that purpose wi.h tho inuabi.anii, proiirieiors
or posfcss r» ot the ground.

1

Ihese privileges and conditions w-re In refirenee to a
country ol which a c .csuiVrab e portion was t itn unsettled
lin.e.y to ee attended with ulttc.reLcei of oplrion as to vrniti
shoutd III the pro^roa* ot time be accounted a setUemeot
fr .:ij wlncii American lishcroierj nil|;hl Ue exeiu ied. i'heso
dlUei-eoces, in tact, arote, and by the vew ltlo thestt-.e of
things Was so far clasOfed that bis Majesty's toy-

I trnriii nt tbou^nt It necessary, in ne ..tiatiin» the
convention ot that year, entirely to except tiie
pi v ne>- of Nova Scolia from the number of the
places wnich might br frequented uy Ainerioni ai beini:
i" ? i .!lusl!t,,e u»d to proyid"! that the i.ithoruien <i tho

oi. ed tites saoulil not puisne their occupal:an wiioin
llireo allien ol the shores, bays, creeks and harbors ot that

^eV Majesty's possessions similarly situ-

¦1 f« lo Ainerte.n nsl.erme.t y the
^ »i *.?f ,uk,n^ tilt* WAteis anJ drvloo tu»nj

ou an the unsettled porti ti* o i the ci ;.»t ot thewe poMe§*io in,

low." "tne'^ 7V^ i#i" restr'c e i as :o"'
I' ?;Z~ , V u iUl '** rnnounce forever any
Jioerty heretofore ci jo?ea or cUlmei br the inbabilnnia

Bl f« W snVV? °I,CUf* (',h "n wltlnn three marine
n.1 es or an> ot tje coasts, bays, creeks oi Unrbort < i his
Britannic Majesty's dominions w Auienca, not lnchide l
withla the above n.,nt. ,nel limit, ; proy,d.d. bowaver t .f t
ti e American Iii>..ern e^j snail t e admltte to enter f icli bays
or harbor., lor the pur^se of siie.terlau and repairing

, daniases th< r-,n. ol i uicnaslr K u ood an I o7 oblalnloi waUr,
alJ lor no outer pnrpose whatever. ' °

Mr. Eve rett goes on to eomiiat the arbitrary
British-Canadian interpretation oi mis clauhu i/ri

P ographical aud rational grounds, and coucluties
thus:.
Lastly and l!.ls consideration se.'ini to put the matter

beyond douut the construction F -t .i;i bj her >la'i «tv's eo'o-
blai autiioiaas Huu.U a.leather ualiiiy wictlur, iind

the m"»l Importnrt stipulation of the treaty, ahont which
there la ne ooulro»ersy ru. tha privilege reserved to

A merman flalilnc vesseli of taklns sha'ter and repairing
damages in the bar* w.thln which they are forbidden to 11*h.
Their I*. of course, uo shelter nor means of repairingdamages for a vessel entering the Hay of Fundy, In ItsWf
considered. It »»nec«Mary before relief or succor of any kind
can be had to traverse that broad arm of tue tea ana reach
the bays and harbor*, properly ¦ o called, which Indent the
coast, and winch arj, no dou'Jt. ihe bays and harbors rc-
ferred to In the Convention of 1 818. The privilege of enter-

mg the lai'.er In extremity of weather, referred by the treaty,Is of the utmost Importances It enables the fisherman. who»e
equipage is always very sle nder (that ot the Washington waa
four men, all told), to purs ue his labmiriua occupation with! comparative safety. In tne assurance that In one of the aud-
den aud danuer.ms chang es of weather, so frequent and so
lirrlole on this Iron-bound coast, be can take shelter in aI neighboring and friendly poit. To forbid lilw to approach
within t:\lrty miles of that port, except for shelter In extrem-'
Ity of weather, is to forbid hlni to resort there tor that pur¬
pose. It Is keeping him at such a distance at s ia as wholly
to destroy the value of the prlwleps expressly reserve 1.

in fact it would follow, li the construction contended for
by the Hrltlsb colonial authorities were sust iiued, that two
entirely dlflerent limitations would exist In reference to the
right of shelter reserved to American vessels on the shores
ul her Majesty's eolouini possessions. They would he
allowed to tlsh wltiilu three miles of the place of shelter
alnig the greater part of the uoast, whlW In reference to the
entire extent of shore within the Hay of Kuody they would
be wholly prohibited from Ashing along the coast, and would
be Wept at a dlstauee of twenty or tulrty ml.es from any place
oi re:ug« in caBe oi uxtremltv.

'I he undersigned flatters himself that these considerations
will go far to satisfy Liord Aberdeen of the corroctness ot the
American ui derstindluj of the words "Hay of Fuady,"
arguing on tho terms ot the treaties ot 1V83 and lhlS.
Lord Aberdeen replied, conceding, as an act of

friendship and good feeling, the privilege of iish-
in« m the Bay of Fuady, but still claiming the
right to exclude American fishermen under the
Treaty .! it<l8. Tlie American government, in ac¬
cepting the concession regarding the Bay of Fundy,
formally protested against ice &&suuiutlon sot up by
Lord Aberdeon, and again reiterated the doctrine
that the three mile ilue must lollow tho curvature
of the coast, except in the cas? of ordinary bays,
le.-s than ten miles wide, and altogether dissent¬
ing from tue "headland'' doctrine of the Biiiish
government.
Thus matters wont on until 1SA3, when the as¬

sumptions of the colonists ah.. ted upon the nego¬
tiation oi the lteciprocity treaty, winch pave them
tue 11-eedoui of our markets for tuetr products; they
givlug our flshennen the freedom oi the fisheries
without let or hindrance.
The termination of the treaty, and, as they allege,their disappointment at not ifectinix a renewal of

that convention, induced the Cattadiau authorities,
last April, to pass a law doiug away « 1th the license
system, which had been lustltuted in lodtf, and re¬
viving in a more objectionable form than ever their
laws against American fishermen. Much as we nad
to complain of in former years as to the unjust and
oppressive conduct of Nova Scotia to our fishermen,
it was lefi lor the nonunion oi Canada to surpass ail
lormer acts of unfriendliness. Always hitherto, in
the most exciting phases oi the iishery question, the
provincial laws provided for giving our Ushermen
notice that they were within the waters prescribed
by the Treaty of ISIS before seizing them. Three
notices, or warnings, were iriveu, and the
seizure only took place alter these warn¬
ings. Upon a mere pretence tnat warnings were
unnecessary, aud that the treaty did not absolutely
require them, the present Dominion government
have enacted and enforced a law, seizing our fisher¬
men without previous notice or warning aud ruth¬
lessly dragging tliem into port aud thrusting them
into prison, in this, as in other mutters, the au¬
thorities of the Dominion justlly themselves by de¬
claring thai tnev have not acted illegally. Uood
feeling, oruiuary comity, n decent regard lor even

a semblance or international courtesy, all have
given ulace to an extreme aud hostile clamor tor such
Indecent aud harsn.treatuient oi our nshCi men as tney
think they can indulge in, because it is not "nomi¬
nated in the botid'- thai noilue shall be given, or that
feelings oi humanity are to be ooserved In enforcing
their alleged rights. Aud to make the brutality of
the conduct pursued towards our fishermen still
more undeniable, their own courts have already de-
ciared that some of the seizures were not warranted
by the circumstances of the case, by tho stipulations
of the treaty or even by a forced construction of
the Dominion law itself.
The President, in his message to Congress at the

opening of tne session, characterized the conduct of
Canada in the course pursued towards our fisher¬
men as being unfriendly, and that this unfriendly
and vexatious treatment was designed to bear
harsnly upon the liardy fishermen oi the United
States w una view to political eileet upon this gov¬
ernment. To the Joint High Commission is entrust¬
ed the task of endeavoring to reconcile the differ¬
ences whicn nave existed since the formation of the
government as to the rights of American fishermen
on the one baud, aud the pretensions or the colonists
on the other. It is by no means an easy task. Al¬
ter seventy years' controversy the differences were
aajustc I m 1861 by a convention which wan ed all
the points in dispute. The matter blazes lorth again
in all its prestine vigor; and considering the posi¬
tion we now hold as a Power in the world, uie
strength we have developed and nations, like indi¬
viduals, are somewhat swayed by a bauntnul display
oi brawn and muscle.it will be well for the vouth-
IuPDommiou not to press us to the wall.

TUE NAVIGATION OK TUE ST. LAWRENCE.
An adjustment of the ques.loa of the iree naviga¬

tion oi the river St. La.vrence is also one of the
matters referred to tne High Commission. The
question will probably be presented in its twofold
aspect, rirst, as to the right of the L'nlted .Slates
to use that river ob the only natural «uuet to the
great lakes. Ana, secondly, the commercial impor¬
tance of that route to the united State .

Upon the first branch of the subject It is very
likely a vast amouut ol erudition will be brought to
bear. The Canadians have already disposed oi this
part ol tne ca»e very cavalierly. In tue brochure,
printed at Ottawa, Canada, and believed to have
been written by a member of the Dominion Cabi-
iiet^if the wnolc "ITivy Council" were not em¬
ployed in the incuoation.-winch professes to
review the President's mesoige very much
to lac saiislactlou evld uuy of the reviewers, the
question ol the right of the United Stales to the St.
Lawrence is conceded. But, say the wily "Privy
Couucillors," how are you going to use tne river,
when tue canals, wit ho.it winch the navigation is
impossible, oelong to Canada f The question is,
however, a much deeper one than the pamphleteers
suppose, ir they give up the natural claim to the use
oi the river as the outlet to the lakes. It becomes a
matter, then, lor grave Inquiry, whether. 11 the
Lulled States nave tue right to use tne river, they
have not also the right to use, upon the same terms
as the people or Canada, the oniy means by wiuch
tu.it navigation is possible.namely, the canals.
That Canada constructed those canals is undoubted;
bat beiug constructed, it becomes a question Oi a
very important character, whether the United States
can be rightiully excluded Irom their use upon ihe
same terms identically, as to reguianons and charges,
as the Canadians themselves, otherwise we are
debarred from the exercise of the ruut which ue-
loiigs to us ol liav mg iree lugress and egre.-s to the
lakes, tne second largest oi wnieh is exclusively iu
theterrliory of the l uited states, while half of each
or the otuers belanga to us. From the physical
nature oi the dinlulnes in tiie navigation of the at.
Lawrence it is impossible that any amount of ex¬
penditures could succeed lu maniiig the riser navi¬
gable fir ingress to the lakes irom uie sea in the
channel of tue river ltsell. 'lhe rapids can only be
overcome by canals on the banks ol the river. If
the Lulled Stales caunot of right use me canals
already constructed, because tue. are cut through
the soil oi Canada, we have equally no rlalu to buud
cauais ourselves through Canadian sou. Hence the
que.-tion arises, if we nave the right to use the St.
Bawrcuce as the natural outlet to our linand seas
have we not the righl to uo so in the only way pos¬
sible by using tae canals?
But this question or the St. La wrencc, as an outlet

for the products ot the West, and a competitive
route for cheapening transportation, has i.eeu
grea'ly exaggerated iu the importance sought io be
gi ven it. To say nothing or the fact tnat the St.
Lawrence route is only comparatively sate lor le.-s
than half tne year, wnile lor the otlior portion It Is
locked up by ice, ihai. ouuet never can be made,
under any circumstances, a route ior direct trade
between the hikes aud Burope, as so many Western
enthusiasts suppose, lu ihe first place the much
cheaper class of vessels which are suitable lor laac
navigation, but shells untitled lor ocean voyages is

a sailieieuUv potent reason in it-se.1 to forbid it.
Even as it is, the cheap, in .xpensive aud
lightly manned lake vessels do not now go
down the St. Lawrence to Montreal witn the.r
cargoes. It if> found more economical to discharge
them with oruiuary canal boats at Kingston, at mo
fool oi i>ake Ontario, and the saving by the trans¬
port in ca.ial boats over schooners in the short dis¬
tance between Kingston and Montreal is founa to
leave a profit alter paying the cost ci shilling the

CaBufeven if the question of difference in ex-
pense between cheap lresh water cral'i aud large
ocean vessels did not deter business men from going
Into tue venture, as it would.for cheapness is alone
the consideration.the fact is that mere is not water
enough covering Uie \arious rapids or the
St. Lawrence to iloat lu rve ocean vessels, and to
build a double set of ne<v canal locks
would cost far more than Canada can ex¬
pend. ller present cauais have cost her ili.ooo.ouo,
aud with ah the American trade iukie I to her own,
the revenue irom these public works has never yet
been abic to pay the interest on thj uciu mcuired iu
their consi.ru tton. 'ihe presents!. Lawrence cauais
have a depth of nine lent, and the locks arc two Hun¬
dred feei iou,£ by lorty-flve led wule, .-uiil :ieut !or

\ essoin oi s.x uuudre.i tons. The tola! length of tiie
Hi. Lawrence cauaid is lorty-tiiree miles, aud in thai
distance they overcome six formidable rapids, >vitu
a total oi twenty-nine locks.

'l'lic water in the channel of the St. Lawrence
through most of these rapids doe-* uoi g.ve a g. i ater
depth than about twe.ve lect, and thi-^ in ihe sum¬
mer and uuuunu is reduced so leucii U:ai even t lie
li(.iit urau^rit steamers between Montreal and
the b< ad ol Lako uutaiio, uud draw-
lug but six lcet water, are compelled
to go down as well as up through the canals. The
Si Lawrence is a valuable outlet now, and inay be
unproved to i>e sriii more usetui. But as lo making
li an uninterrupted communication lor sitipj irom
the great iak.'s to me sea, n cannot be done, much
as we may regiet lc

. .ITneie ii s'.ill another view of this St. Lawrence
question. Until the Jes". lines eI Canada arc united
WKh those ol tne United States ii niu.v well be
doubted il It Is U> our unci -t to led so desirous of

I t-eeli.g that route divert r.uy lari,e mid important
j portion oi the trade ol tais country away from our

own channels ol conn un.covin aua our own Atlun-I tic ports. Enough h.».- been sain lo demonstrate
that, it ihe nigii Couimi 'on -noui.t determent that
the St. Lawrjuce route is uji our.-, by ri^ni as much
ar> it fs Canada's, we need ma e uo great siicr.ficos
to I'biuiu the boon for auj real com uu icial necessity,
as none such exists.

POLITICAL ANI> COMMERCIAL < 0K8 1 DERATIONS.
A retrospect of events in Canada tor the past twen¬

ty years, or since the negotiations of the <s< -called
lieclproeity Tieaty, must inevitably lead to the con¬
clusion not only that that convi ution lulled wholly
In crei'tJng a beneilclal political ret iin^ towards us
on ihe part oi the Canadian people, but tl.at the
conduct of the Canadian authorities has been uu-

I Just towards onr eltlzens 8n«l unfriendly towards1 our institutions and government. It Ib beyond dls-
! pute that while the Reciprocity TrcaT wm uiade aa

a lriendly concession to Canada, as a Weak and
j impoverished neighbor, yet iuat it \ J*1 draw that people towards ns. Wheit nvli war

threatened our national existence, In no quarter or
i the world did we meet tuoro bitter enmity, or the

rebels more active irlendshlp, thau In Canada. This
was the conduct ol the Canadian people. But the
governmental authorities went still further. Acting
under instructions Ironi England, at the time Lotus
Napoleon attempted to sot op & ."J"?".?in Mexico, the plan of a consolidated enJ"plre was started iu Canada, tor the object,
scarcely attempted to be concealed, or de-
stroylng the spread of this republio. It is no
fault oilthe promoters and abettors of these schemes
11 they failed Iguominlously upon our Southern
border, and if, in the case of Canada, the refusal ot
two provinces to join tue Dominion, and tut? un-
wilUiiff and lukewarm assent or two of tue otnern,
has made the utteuiptcd creation a mere Bkeletonof
what was intended. The animus Is the same. Tn°
"Domlniou" exists to-day aB a monument er the
effort to do us a deadly injury; and its only present
hope of success lies in being able to effect trade ar¬
rangements with us; and tne belief that by con¬
structing a line of railroad through Manitoba and
so on, turougn what is practical;.* called m Canada
..the fertile oelt," to Brltlsn Columbia, they will bo
enabled to successfully compete with the United
States for the Eastern trade. While Canada Is
le aking with longing eyes and bated breath to our
markets lor the sale of hor vegetables, her coal, ner
horses, cattle and dairy produce, she is at the samo
moment straining every uervo to compere witn us
and to injure our commerce. No «ae can blame her
for her ambitious louirlugs: but it Is equalljy true
that we are not called upou to help her at the ex¬
pense of our own citizens and trade.
For come years previous to the negotiation of the

Reciprocity Treaty poinlcal discontent was wide¬
spread lu the British provinces. With bountilul
harvests the colonial farmers round scarcely any
market for their products, and. while the tanners or
the lulled States were prosperous in jioportlon to
their ludustrv, the Canadians found themselves ae-
peuuent upon a market three thousand miles dis¬
tant aad a season of dangerous navigation em-
braciug less than hall the year. The dlscouteat was
irencral. and several ot tho leading colonists openly
advocated either severance from England aud inde¬
pendence or annexation to the United States. Inde¬
pendence, was the more popular cry, because, slavery
them existing In the Southern States, many Cana¬
dians who would otherwise have desired annexa¬
tion. hesitated at taking the step.
The ques.ion which now arises Is, is it advisable

to enter into any new arrangements of trade and
Intercourse with Canada at this timet And if so
what should be the character of the agreement * It
cannot be imagined that the United States will ever
attain enter into sucli an arrangement as was pre¬
sented by the Treaty or lb&4. What sort of an
arrangement, then, can we consent toy
The hostile ieellug of the Canadians has been re¬

ferred to. But this should be quaillled by saymg
that it is tne official class and not the masses lu
Canada who are euemies of the United States.
During the continuance of the Reciprocity Treaty
the spirit of tuat convention was outia«ed oy
Canada in this, that their tariff was so changed as
to l>ear unduly aeaiust tne Ualted States whenever
it could oe made to adect our interests. This
"national policy" put a duty or lifty ceuts a ton on
coal, In the hope or excluding the coal ol the United
Slates ironi Western Cauada; it placed a duty
on corn, although Canada is compelled to
purchase American corn as a cheap breadstuff for
tier own consumption, to take the place of Cana¬
dian wheat, which is sent to Europe. It also Imposed
a duty on barley, although no American barley is
purchased by Canada. The Western Canadians will
not purchase the coat of Nova Scotia, iney clamor
for the repeal of the tax on our coal, which is Wty
cents a ion. and it is louud, notwithstanding,
cheaper to Buy irom us, to say nothing of the better
quadtv they obtain.

, . .No commercial arrangement can be agreed to by
this country wnich does not mclude a iree Inter¬
change not only of natural productions, but of
manuiactures. Canada says thai England will not
permit theui to admit American manuiactures and
tax those of "the mother country," aud that as their
revenue is derived rrom duties on Imports, they can
enter into no treaty or a really reciprocal nature
while they are a British colony.

It is possible that in arranging the fishery and St.
Lawrence questions au attempt may be made to in¬
duce tlie government or tue United States to consent
to an enlargement of commercial intercourse by way
of au equivalent. But Cauada already nas full equi¬
valents lor ail she can give us. The ireedom or the
St. Lawrence we claim as a right. Tho freedom of
the fisheries may well be considered as an equiva¬
lent ior the verv great advantages whicu Canaua de¬
rives from the bonding system and iheuausii trade;
and which enable hor two lines of railroads, the
Great Western and the Grand Trunk, to exist as
commercial enterprises, or the ten million doUars
which represent the gross yearly earnings or the
Grand Trunk, more than two-thirds are on American
account; that is to say, for trade which only exists
lu consequence ol the bonding system and the tact
that our lake ports are ports of entry irom Canada.
The ureal Western Railroad la even more dependent
upon the United Stales.

THE QUI STloN OP THE FENIAN RAIDS.
It is supposed that the Canadian claims for losses

and expenses incurred by Fenian raids Irom tire
United Mates will be presented by the British commis¬
sioners as a set-off against the claims tor the depre¬
dations committed by the Alabama aud other Anglo-
Cou federate vessels upon our commerce. It is
known that iho CaDadlan authorities, whether by
the direction or England or not is uuknown, have
made up an official account or the damages by
Fenian raids in cauada, and that tne bill, looting
up a formidable array or fliiures, nas aeon on hie lu
Eugiaud lor some time. Tnese iuclude the . -Ridge-
way" and "St. Albans" campaigns, aud all the ex¬
penses incurred by Canada in prepanmr lor the an¬
ticipated aitacks. how, precisely, these > luims are
to be d rallied in it is not easy to say; for, so lar as
tho British government is concerned, it is te-
vond doubt that alter both the Fenian
io: ays the British Minister at Washington
was directed by nls government io than*
tho President of the United States for the loyal and
effective manner in which he had enforced t.ie neu¬
trality laws, aud as soon as any overt acts were
committed within the jurisdiction of the United
Stales, the prompt mauuer in whicn he had caused
the disarming oi the bands and the imprisonment of
tue leaders. Aad it is also beyond question that
but ior tue President's action tue Canadians would
have found the raids anything but child's pluy.
with all our innate sympatay for Irishmen and

their wrougs the conduct of the United States is
unimpeachable and unliupenjbed us to the laiUiiul
performance of their duties and international obli¬
gations. 1'he Fenians at Niagara and St. Albans
were disarmed and the leaders imprisoned; thev
were not leted and given a fresh start, us England
acted towards the Alabama, aud It tue imprison¬
ment was brlei it has not been the usage of the
American government to punish political offences,
even aimed at tne lite of the republic, w uu severity.
The presentation ol the Canadian claims will be a
singular proceeding, ana there cau be little doubt of
the reception they will meet wxtu at the hauas of
tue American Commissioners.
TliE NOliTHWESTERN 110UMJAHY THE SAN JUAN

QUESTION.
This subject comes beiore the .loint High Commis¬

sion ror adjustment, i'he question nas be -n an an¬
noying one ior many years, und up to nils time all
eiiorts to arrive ai a satiblactory agreement us to Hie
true boundary une Between the Unued States and
Vancouver's ls:and have tailed. The United states
cluiin that the true line, according i<» the Treaty of
June lu, 1Mb, gives to mem tne iiuro archipelago, of
which Sau .luau island forms a part; while Great
Britain, with equal pertinacity, holds that Mio ban
Juan lsiauci aud the islands oi the Uaro archipelago
aie part of tne British dominions.
In tue various negotiations which took plnce be¬

tween the Unued Suites aud Great Bntalu ior the
buttfement oi tue Oregon controversy, iho United
State; made the proposition that the Hue
should run along tho forty-ninth parallel.
Tnis line was proposed as a compromise of
their conflicting claims to the territory west
of the Rooty Mountains, between tlie latitudes of
lorty-two degrees and llity-lour degrees forty min¬
utes For a ioii'i period the British iiovernment per¬
sisted in averting a Calm to the territory lying to
the westward or the Coumbla river. This preten¬
sion was ad tiered to until a short time previous to
the conclusion of the Treaty oi i84ti, when tlicv bo
lar receded from their position that they were wlll-
l.iu to adopt tne proposed compromise, provided
that Vancouver's lsiand were left to the undivided
jurisdiction oi Great Britain. The Uuited suites
fli.aiiy consented to tiiis concession, and a boundary
was adopted navlng in view this object. The boun¬
dary is ueilncd m me first article of the treaty of
June 15, 18M, as follows:.
artioi kI. From the point on the forty-ninth parallel of

north latitude, where the boundary laid down iu existing
liciitlea and ronvonuou* between the United Slates aul
tireat Britain terminate*, the .loe of boundary betvreen the
territories of tlie i nlte i otaten and tnose of her Uiunnnlc
Majesty shall be continued westward along the Raid fort.v-
niuih parallel ol uoith latitude to the middle or the channel
wnlcb kcuarat'-H the Continent from Vancouver'* island; and
tbence ..auherly through the middle of the Bald channel, aud
from Kuca's Straits to the I'a-.-itlc Ocean. Provided, how¬
ever tliat the navigation ol' the whole of tho eaid channel andutiai'u H«utb of the lorty-nlnth parallel 01 north latitude re¬
man free and open to both parties.
Every officer of the United Slates government

who ha<i any part iu the negotiation or ratification
ol the treat* assented to It with the lull understand¬
ing tha: tho deflection o. the bouudary irom tho
forty-ninth parallel was consented to lor the sole
purpose of Riving the whole of Vancouver s island
to Great Brl tun, and that to effect this purpose the
line wa* to be carried through the Canal de Haro to
tue Straus or Kuca, on its way to the Pacific ocean.
This line gives to the United Stales the ilaro ArcUl-
pelago, oi which the San Juan island iorn:s a part.
The dispute on the line really Intended by the clause
has been taken up at various limes, but without any
uetlnile result. Keverdy Jonnsoo was the last or
our Mlnlsiers abroad to move on the matter, iho
subject was brought up in tho senate, and through
it htrong speech of r^nator Howard, denunciatory of
England, it passed over the day's business aud has
never since come up.

l.AHORS OK THE JOINT 111(11? COMMISSION.
The labors of the Joint High Commission will, of

course, be confined to au arrangement ol tlie general
principles which shad govern the adjustment ol the
te\crui questions presented to tlicin; and the results
will prouably be embodied 111 treaties lor the se. r.le-
inent or eacn case. Thus the Alabama question will
be dLspo->ed of. if ut all, oy a declaration of prtuel-
i):cs, which shall uereulter navo the force
o: public law, while the claims portion
wiil be provided for by the appointment
of another Joint commission to adjudicate

t item according to certain rules agreed upon. The
mallei of tlie fisheries will require an agreement as
to t l>e lights of Anierleau citizens in the liiturc, anil
such a revision oi the Treaty of i8is as will render it
lu keeping with the changed condition of facts its re-
gar is the fisheries of tlie coast of Canada, and thus

w inie carrvimi out the intentions of that treaty.

whlcb waa made to secure certain rights t® oar
fishermen, derived trow joint accunancy before the
Revolutionary war, and beyond mere natural
rurhts.the necessary changes will ®nder collisions
less Imminent. The Treaty of 181$ Wan made with
especial reference t« the cod fisheries, and the right
to land at certain points was a necessary provision,
an regards curing and drying that flab, until reoeut
years Hie mackerel was caught on our caasts, and
was not found to any great extent In the waters of
the provinces. Por certain unknown reasons tho
mackerel appears 10 have deserted *be waters of our
coast, and is now lound in abundance on the coasts
of Canada. The mackerel is now the great produc¬tive Industry, while the cod fishing has become
secondary to It. And, while the charaoter of tne
fish has thus ( hanged, the mode of Ashing Is also
affected. To fish for cod the vessels lie at
anchor, ami, as that fish does not rnn
very close to tho slu>re, It is an
easy matter to keep outside of the three mile limit of
the treaty. In the caso of inackercl, however, tho
fishing is entirely and essentially different. 'J'i»e
fishing vessels aro kept in motion and lollow the
fish; and as the mackerel swim lu at times close to
the shore It is almost beyond human endurance
certainly that ol fishermen engaged 111 the puiHuit.
not to keep up tho chase, heedless of the imagiuaryline. The Commission will have to decide whether,recognizing all tho circumstances under which the
treaties of 178:t and 1818 were made, a revision to
meet the changed condition of the fishery is not de¬
manded, as weil by the spirit of those comentious
as by neighborly reeling. The Northwestern water
boundary may possibly bo submitted to aroitraMon,
as .hat course has already beou twice agreed to by
tho two governments, and failed to get the conside¬
ration 01 the Senate irom causes not touching the
merits of the convention.
The cjuestiou or the navigation of tho St. Lawrence

will probably lead to a long aud warm discussion.
There is no reasou to suppose that our commission¬
ers win admit the Cauadtau claims for Fenian raids,
nor is It at all probable the question of commercial
intercourse with Canada will be permitted to enter
Into consideration. As tor trade matters between
the United Mates and Caiia la, it is believed the
American Commissioners will take the ground that
theso do not como under the head of questions
affecting the relations of the two countries In tho
sense of the agreement ox our government to tho
High Commission.
But the labors of this Joint High Commission will

greatly depend for success upon the manner m
which the British government approaches tho sub¬
ject, which, m reality, underlies the whole matter.
There is a universal feeling among public men in
Washington, and which is but the reilex of the
popular ieeling throughout tho Untied Slates, having
no party Hues ol demarcation, but coextensive with
the country itself, that we cau never have cardial
and lrlendly relations with Knglaud so long as her
flag floats over any portion of this Continent, as an
emblem of her power here. America lor Americans
is a watchword which rallies the whole people of the
United States. We waut no European monarchies
here exercising control and menacing republican
institutions. Tho United States desire no acquisi¬
tion of au unwilling people. The question of
annexation, it is believed, must come up here-
atter; it will be one between the people
01 Canada and of the United States, and at the soli¬
citation of the former. Hut what we do want, what
we require, what wo may be compelled to insist on.
Is that England shall no longer medalle with tho
people or this Continent; that she shall take her
llag from off American territory. And why should
sne not do not Has not the colonial system of
England ceased to have any real interest to Eng¬
lishmen? Under the system of free trade which
England has estaolished and the right she has con¬
ferred on ner colonial governments to enact their
own tariffs, taxing Engush productions equally with
those of other countries, her colonies are no longer
anything to her but sources of expense and trouble.
Is England now prepared to take this step v If she
Is then this joint commission will be a grand suc¬
cess and Great Britain will find an ally in the United
States of far more real value to her than all her colo¬
nies combined. If, however, she Is not prepared to
act.if this high commission comes here with no
broad and comprehensive policy, but merelr to
parley over claims of private citizens, boundary
questions and fishery squabbles.if, In a word, Eng¬
land is not determined voluntarily to remove her
nag forever from America, then Is the appointment
ol this Joint High Commission useless and its labors
will bo as mere dust and ashes.

THE COAL MINERS' STRIKE.
Proceedings to be Instituted Against the Car¬

rying Companies.
Tamaqua, Pa., Feb. 19, 1871.

It Is rumored that the Worklngmen's Bcnevoleut
Association and the general coal operators, who
Lave renounced their allegiance to the Anthracite
Board of Trade, are about to Institute proceedings
against the several carrying companies, under what
is known as the conspiracy law of the State of
Pennsylvania. The rumor cannjt be traced to any
detinue source, but seems to be very generally
acccpted as correct.

Manifesto by the Miners' Benevolent As¬
sociation.lln.pac ity of Operators.Frauds
Upon the .11 Iners .Miners' Wages and
Dangers.§4,000,000 Realized by Ope¬
rators in Consequence of the Strike.

Jbddo, Pa., Fco. 16, 1871.
To tiir Editor of the Herald:.
At a special meeting of the Miners and laborers'

Benevolent Association of Jeddo, Luzerne county,
Pa., held on the 13th Inst., it was unanimously
adopted that the undersigned committee should,
through your wide circulating journal, make known
to the public at large the real cause of suspension In
tliese anthracite coal fields. There are some period-
icals whicn take the part of capital against
labor, never thinking that the working
class Is the bone and sinew of the land.such
as the Poitsvllle Miner*' Journal, better known
as tho Coal Operators' Journal; the Scran-
ton Republican, the Philadelphia Inquirer, Ac.
We doubt the veracity of these journals Tor truth
and honesty in the garb of public printers. Thoy
try to make the public believe tuat suspension is
brought on solely for the welfare and beneiit of the
miners, such is not the case. Suspension is
caused by the tyrannical oppression and combina¬
tion of railroad companies and coal operators, who
arc, almost to a man, stockholders in said compa¬
nies They try all means in their power to make the
public believe that the miner wishes to earn enor¬
mous wages. The miner would feel quite satisfied
11' he could got three dollars per day, which would
be oniy considered a fair clay's wages when taking
into account the perils and dangers which he has to
encounter by descending and usceDding those dark
and dangerous shafts or slopes, with no guarantee
of life save an indifferent chain, or, as
Is too often the case, a worihless wire rope,
which may at any moment launch lnm into
eternity. lie has also to contend, when in the
mines, with foul and damp gases and powder
suioiiC, and is liable at any moment, to be crushed or
mutilated by a fall of coal or rock. When coal is
fold at live dollars per ton at the Fe.iboard tne miner
gets gfty-flve cents per ton, and does not average
over eignt tons per day while working. From this
Is deducted his laborer's wages, amounting to $ia 20
per week, for loa.img his cars, besides paying for
powder, blasting paper, cotton and oil, Ac. He has
also to pay luoauily for tae sharpening of his picksand drills, and must procure lus own shovels, the
balance of the live dollars golug to the railroad com¬
panies and coal operators. The miner will ulways
feel satislied that coal should remain at tive dollars
per ton at the seaboard, but when it gets below tins
price lie cannot live or keep his family.it 19 alleged that the miners are tlie canse or are
to blame lor the nign prices of coal in the market.
When suspensiou was ordered it was estimated that
not less than 2,000,000 tons had been at tide water,
which had been sold at an advance oi two dollars per
ton, making a total profit of $4,OUO,OJO. Hid the miner
or miners receive any of the profit? We answer no.
Besides, these 2,0J0,00u tons were mined when we
were paid at the rale of live dollars per ton in the
market, and compare this with the real prices in tho
market foFthe three months ending December, 1871.
We have given above an overrated statement of

the miner's wages; lor, Instead of being paid b.v the
ton, he is only paid by measurement. For instance,

a car measuring 120 cubic i'eet, and allowing tnirty-
slx cubic feet to constitute a ton of coal, said car
would exactly coutaln three ami a half tons, lor
which tho miner is paid $1 24. Thus you see how
tne miner is misrepresented to the public, as also
the enormous wages he earns; for, instead of getting
flity-nve cents per ton, he actually gets a little over
thirty-five cents per ton. Now, where does the bal¬
ance of the exorbitant prices paid by the consumers
goto? As we have said beioro, the miner does not
get it, and, as a natural consequence, it must go to
tne operators aud railroad companies, or, as they
might be termed, one company.The miners, without an exception, are ready to re¬
sume work, but the operator.) are not, owing, as
they say, to tne market being overstocked, tneir
chief object being to lessen the supply and advance
the prices still higher, and afterwards attach the
blanio to the miners for all this outrage as practised

by theuiszlves, and thereby denotiuce Uicra before tne
public lor the solo purpose or strenguieilng their
coiiioiuaflons with a view to eradicate forever tho
Minors aud Laborers' Benevolent Association.
Seeing we have trespassed 011 vour space too

much wc shall stop, hoping, at some subsequent pe¬
riod, to renew our communication. If the state¬
ments herein made are disputed by any of the read¬
ing public, wc, the committee, arc willing to prove
the ubove facts.

N. P. JOHNSON, Prcs'dcat,
PATJUCK M<!LA(JUULIN, ('ommlitee.
WiLUAM O'UARA,

Hirike Among tbe Illinois Bfisters.
Sr. Louis, Feb. 17, 1871.

The coal miners of St. Clair and Madison coun¬

ties, Illinois, opposite this city, have suspended
work, in consequencc of the reduction of wog'js by
the owners ot the mine. Coai is becoming scarce,
but the operators declure that they will onng ooai
from other mines and sell at the present prices
before they " ui accede to the demands of the
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CrltlclMMia of New B*olu.

Anti-Janitb : a #Ustorlco-Tlieological Criticism of
the Work entitled "The Pope aiul mo Cousoil," by
Janus. By Dr. Hergenrftther, Protestor of Canon
Law and of Ecclesiastical History at the University
of \\ urzburg, author of the "ufe and Times of
the Patriarch Phottna." Translated from the Ger¬
man by J. B. Robertaou, Kng., Professor of Modera
History aud English Literature at the Catholio
University of Dubllu, Ac., Ac., Ac.; with an lntro»
ilucuon by luu. giving a history of Galilcunism
l'roiu the rolgn of Louis XIV. down to the present
tiuie. Dublin: VV. u. Kell.v, No. 8 Grultou street.
Loudon: Bums, Oaies A Co.; and httnpklu, Mar*
siiall A Co. New \ork: The Catholio Publishing
society, No. 9 Warren street. 1870.
The polemics of the recent grand Ecumenical

Council are likely to agitate the theological world
for a long time to come. The dogma of inlallibllliy
is not the sport of au hour, but a tremendous decla¬
ration, which, In directly Influencing the opinions
and conduct or 200,000,000 Catholics, must press.
Immediately and Importantly, upon the destinies of
civilization. The work before us is an able and in*
genious defence of that dogma by one of the most
erudite aud eminent catholic divines of Germany, in

replv to tiie attack t of "Janus" (also supposed to be
a distinguished German prelate), whloh made such

noise la Europe about eighteen months ago. Pro¬
fessor Robertson, the translator, has well performed
his part, and In dedicating his share of the work to
tne Very Rov. Dr. Russell, President of St. Patrick'*
College, Maynooth, has Invoked high sanction for
lta success. The volume wiil prove intensely at¬
tractive, as well as strikingly opportune In time, to
thoolojrical readers, and its appreciation by the pub¬
lic will not be unassisted by its neat dress and clear
tppography.
History of Lopib XIV. By John S. C. Abbott,
author of "The History of Napoleon Bonaparte,"
Ac.. Ac. Harper A Brothers, New York.
Mr. Abbott's "History of Louis XIV." is written In

a very plain and simple style, and while It is far
from being Intended exclusively for the young It is
nevertheless, llKc Ills other works, peculiarly adapted
lor their Instruction. His style is graphic, though
by no means fluent. Une of its greatest merits is
that ho never goes into wearisome and unnecessary
details, which tire tho attention without instructing
the mind. As a work or Interest this volume can in
no respect be compared to Miss Pardoe's "Louis
XIV. and the Court of France," which Is, perhaps,
the most complete account we have of that corrupt,
yet splendid reign. Miss Pardee's book is, how¬
ever, entirely nnBulted for school libraries or tho
general perusal of the young, while Mr. Abbott,
on the contrary, although faithful to fact,
has fully succeeded In the design expressed in nls
preface.so to describe the events or the times that
any rather may safely read the narrative aloud to bis
family. The volume contains some twenty-eight Illus¬
trations, Including one of the Tnllerles, the Palais
Royal, the Palace of Versailles ibullt at such enor¬
mous expense by Louis XIV. himself) and many
other points of historical interest.

Lippincott's Biographical Dictionary. A Uni¬
versal Pronouncing Dictionary or Biography and
Mythology. By J. Thomas. A. M., M. D. Phila¬
delphia: J. B. Llpplncctt A Co. 1870.
We acknowledge the receipt of Nos. 22 to 36 in

elusive of this Invaluable new biographical com¬

pendium. The numbers before us bring the reader
from letter K to Y, and leave but nine more parts
wanting to complete the work, which is to embrace
forty-five In all. In this day of hasty and defective
encyclopedias and biographical dictionaries, the ex¬
cellent arrangement, great research, and handsome
as well as convenient form of the Lippmcott work,
render It a noteworthy exception greatly appreciated
by the public.
American Turf Register. A oorrect synopsis of
turr events In the United Stat.es, embracing run¬
ning, trotilug and pacing. Published at the office
of ttie Turf, t'leld ami harm.
Tills Is a work of 301 pages, and is doubtless very

Interesting to those wlio desire information on the
horse.

..ItEAorsa Lessons in Stenophonoorapht"
is the title of a little worn specially dedicated to
6chool classes and to all who may have to depend
upon self-iustructiou for the acquirement of this
useful art.

The Dlaeazinei.
7?f catno'.ic World The March number of

this serial has oeen issued oy the Catholic Publica¬
tion Douse In this city. It closes the twelfth vol¬
ume of the work and gives promise of the opening
oi the thirteenth on the 1st or April. The enterprise
appears hopeful, consolatory of the past and evi¬
dently encouraging or the future.

Harper's New Monthly for March Is one or the
very brightest and pleasantest of the series of bril¬
liant numbers which, for sorao months past, has
seemed to redouble the interest and vivacity of this
popular periodical. The beauiltully Illustrated
papers on "Ireland and Her Scenery," the "Florida
Iteef," "Castle Garden,'' and "Frederick the Great,"
vie with the rich selection of essays, novelettes and
sketches in grace and interest. The editorial de¬
partments are, as usual, inimitably original, piquant
and racy.

The Galaxy retains its hold upon a large army of
readers, although there Is getting to be a certain
faded look about It, and a premature weakness In
its literary knees that are not redeemed even by the
taking announcement that "Mark Twain, the great
humorist," writes lor it everv month. It has ranch
of the variety, but not enough of the snap and Are
that are expected from a leading American maga¬
zine.

mvrlbner's Magazine for March fully bears out the
dashing promise of its commencement. Profuse in
illustration and abundant In varied and attractive
contents, it reflects the greatest credit upon the
house that publishes and the able literary champion,
Dr. Holland, who edits it.

The Phrenological Journal for March bears every
outward indication of prosperity, and offers a table
of coulents stocked with good things. In lis pecu¬
liar walk oi literature and science the Phrenological
is one of the most valuable publications of the day.
Old and, yew, wlncn, as its name implies, does not

confine itself to topics oi the hour alone, but takes
a retrospective as well as a progressive rauge, is

rapidly improving for the year ls71. As a national
periodical, it claims contributions from some of the
best writers in all parts of the country, and enu¬
merates in its prospectus for the twelvemonth

a formidable array of experienced critics. Mr. War¬
ner's "sorrento Papers" are umong the rresh attrac¬
tions of February, and a series of historical articles
entitled "Across the War Gulf," by Mr. Ilobert
Owen, is announced. Messrs. Roberts Brothers, of
Boston, the publishers, are assured of a complete
success In their spirited venture.

LipptncotVs Magazine is the literary messenger
which Philadelphia sends us every month, and it is
always wclcome, for taste and ability are happily
combined in its management. The March number
is cue ol the most substantially good that its record
cau boast. The first of a delightful set or papers on
"Student Rambles In Pmssia;" an article on "The
Origin and Lesson or the Franco-Prussian War," by
Mr. Amasa \Valkcr, and "Au Account of a Mission
to St. Domingo" are but specimens of a Ions and
opulent list or new and Important articles for the
month, with tho pledge of still more novelty to
come.

Good Wordsfor the Young is another contribution-
or value rroni the Lippincoti press. It is presented
in the English style, with a world or woodcuts ana
charming tales and sketches lor the little folks.

The A'H'th Century, published by Livingston .fc
Krckniaun, of Charleston, S. c., has become the
great monthly of the South, its circulation now
extends through 250 of the Southern cities, and tho
list or contributors embraces a host of brilliant
literary names, among them that or Henry Clcve-
land, so long and ravorably known In this meridian.

Trie De. La Salle Monthly, a Catholic magazine,
published by the Do La Salle Association of New
York, is a neat, well arranged and outspoken little
periodical, it Is bold on all matters ol lulth and
commands the respect of tho general reader by lis
discriminating criticisms on public measures as they
are In the United States, and ou tho social evils of
our time.

The rmirm Pilot, an original monthly magazine
for children in their teeus, is tne tltlo or a new ven-
ure among the Juvenile population, published at*
Chicago,


